[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]


[image: image3.emf]

[image: image4.jpg]




[image: image5.png]




From the Minister:
HOMECOMING
Home is where the heart is,
It's where we started,
Where we belong.
Although fans of British pop group McFly might not realise it, the above lines I used in a recent sermon echo lyrics of another famous singer who lived anything up to 3000 years ago 

Even the sparrow has found a home, 

and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have her young –      a place near your altar,

O Lord Almighty, my King and my God.

Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you. 



(Psalm 84 v. 3 & 4)

Homecoming has behind it the idea of going back to where we started, where we belong. Although not so many in our community now take time out to praise God in His house on Sundays, many people, perhaps more than we realise, still think of Chalmers Church, and other churches in our community, as the place where we started, the place where the life of faith began…. and where earthly life symbolically ends, as demonstrated by the number of bereaved families – by no means all of them church members – who still think of the church as the most appropriate place for a funeral. 

The current popularity of television programmes helping celebrities trace their family history coupled with the urge felt by increasing numbers of people to trace their family tree, suggests that for many people it is important to find their roots.

We are all grateful to the small group in our own congregation who have worked hard to plan imaginative events at key points throughout this Year of Homecoming. At the very least, these events and the attending publicity remind people in the community that as a group of Christian folk we remain very much in business, as Christ’s followers…trying to live and to share out the Good News of God. 


      (CH4 522) 

But of course we hope for more…

We want people to consider what it means to say (or sing!) – 

Home is where the heart is,
It's where we started,
Where we belong.
Homecoming is not simply about looking back. Yes,  it’s about going back to our roots, to learn about the influences and to be reminded of the experiences that made us who we are today, but it is also about going forward, more aware of who we really are and of where we should be going.

For Christians, there is of course the added dimension of knowing (as a favourite hymn of mine CH4 726 puts it) that although 

sometimes we question everything we face;

yet in our learning is deeper yearning: 

we belong to God, we belong to God.

I hope that what I have written will encourage you to share this belief that it is surely a good thing to go back to where we started, to discover where we belong, in order that we might realise afresh that home is where the heart is, and so find confidence to go forward in the knowledge that in our living and in our dying, we belong to God.
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Sunday:  We worship You, Lord Jesus, the source of all truth, wisdom, knowledge and understanding.  The teaching of Your word gives light. Please open our eyes and enlighten our minds today to learn more of Your ways and help us to pass them on to others.  Amen.

Monday:  Give thanks for the rest and relaxation of the summer months – the pleasure of visiting new places and of meeting and sharing with others.    

Tuesday:  Pray for our Minister and office bearers that they may know God’s guidance as they plan ahead for the winter session.    

Wednesday:  Bring before God all the children known to us in the community who have just started school.  Pray that they may soon settle in to school life without any difficulties.   Remember too those who have just left school and find it impossible to obtain any employment - pray that the situation in the country may soon change.      

Thursday:  Remember the older members of our Church family who are no longer able to look after themselves – pray that they may not feel neglected and forgotten and that we may do something about it.   Lift up those in our community facing the dark reality of bereavement – pray that they may feel the comforting presence and strength of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Friday:  At this time of year as organisations start up – pray for the leaders of all organisations that they may feel refreshed and renewed to start up the new sessions.

Saturday:  Pray for peace in situations of violence and strife in the world; that the hungry be fed; the sick healed; the naked clothed; and the poor lifted up.

Give thanks for Mission Partners of our Church bringing their skills and faith to bear in different situations worldwide. 

Make your ways known upon earth, Lord God, your saving power among all peoples.

Renew your Church in holiness, and help us to serve you with joy.

Guide the leaders of this and every nation that justice may prevail throughout the world.

Let not the needy be forgotten, nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Make us instruments of your peace, and let your glory be over all the earth.  Amen














Services and Meetings
Sunday 

10:15 a.m. All-age Family Worship (in Hall) 

11.00 a.m.     Morning Worship (with Crèche) 
  6:15 p.m.
Evening Worship 
    


(Resumes 27th September)

7:30 p.m.
Rock Solid Club (every 2nd week)

Monday  

7:15 p.m.
The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday 

10.00 a.m. Chalmers Ramblers Walking Group

                                       (every 2nd Tuesday)

7.30 p.m.
Bible Study


(As advertised)


Welcome Wednesday 

10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (1st)

12-2p.m. 
   Lunches (3rd)

10 - 11a.m.
   Prayer Time (last)
5:15 p.m.
   1st Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June)

6:30 p.m.
   Boys Brigade – 
 - 7:45p.m
  {Anchor boys and Junior Section

.
   
  {Company Section (Sept. - June)
8.00p.m.
   Badminton Group
Thursday     

5:00 p.m.
   Rainbows}
6:30 p.m.
   Brownies } (Sept. - June)

Saturday      

8.00 – 9.15a.m
  Prayer Breakfast (last of month)    

6:30 – 7:45 p.m Youth Club for 8-10 yr olds

8.00 – 9:15 p.m Youth Club for 11yrs + 


(Meets every 2nd week Sept-June)

                         



OUR WORSHIP  


MINISTER	SESSION CLERK   			CLERK TO DEACONS COURT


Rev. Robert L Glover 			Mr John Murdoch    			Mr Ian Bulloch


Tel: 812481				Tel: 812469 				Tel: 852717


TREASURER				 ACCESS to the HALL contact		BEADLE


Mrs Janet Farquhar 			Mr Tom Donaldson			Mr Duncan Morgan


Tel: 811863				Tel: 812023				Tel: 812071


FLOWER CONVENER		ORGANIST		 		PRAYER SECRETARY	


Miss Mary Clements			Mrs Pamela Zenati 			Mrs Alice Hood


Tel:  812241 				Tel: 813641 				Tel: 812191


			�    Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended 


SC004630 Cockenzie and Port Seton: Chalmers Memorial Parish Church 'Scottish Charity'.











	


			


			


				    








					    








				       


			        


				        











			The Candle Coffee Club is changing.  Due to circumstances we are no longer able to hold meetings in the Longniddry Inn on a monthly basis.  Instead we plan to have 'special' meetings every 3 or 4 months with the intention of having a lunch there afterwards. Our next meeting, therefore, will be on Thurs 17th Sept in the Longniddry Inn at 10am when our speakers will be Gavin and Des Campbell from Rose of Sharon ministries in South Africa. This will be followed by lunch for those who are able to stay. Hope to see you there. Further details from Janice Bulloch (852717)














Homecoming Scotland


The   second  weekend  of   our   Homecoming   programme  will held on  the  last  weekend  in  September  Friday  25th  to Sunday 27th





As it is our Harvest Thanksgiving, our Church will be decorated and open on Saturday afternoon as well as Sunday. There will be a guest speaker at the Sunday morning service from Edinburgh City Mission, and Musselburgh Trades Band will be at the evening service. A lunch will be available after the morning service.





Preston Lodge School Band will be performing a concert on Friday evening. More details will follow in intimations and on posters around the village.





On the Saturday, we hope to have a repeat of the successful fun day, with games, crafts and face painting all in the hall between 2p.m and 4.30 p.m. During this time, tea and coffee will be available and tours of the Church, talks on old and modern farming methods and some insights into the use of coal in our community will hopefully be arranged.





A ceilidh with ‘The Spirit of Roslin’ starts at 7.30p.m on Saturday 26th, tickets will be available from Sunday 6th September - donation £5.00 each. Do come to as much as you can and please use this opportunity to invite neighbours to see another side of Chalmers! If there are children, come with them to the sports afternoon, adults are welcome too. Have your neighbours seen the inside of the church? This is a good opportunity to invite them not just to the ceilidh but to the services and lunch. It would be great if the weekend could truly be the start of a homecoming for someone you know."








Pastoral Cover


Rev Robert SIMPSON (01875 810308) will provide emergency pastoral cover from Saturday 5th September until Sunday 20th September.














Sunday 4th October


10.15 All-Age Family Worship. Nicola BRUCE 


				 with Rev Bob GLOVER


11.00 a.m. BOYS’ BRIGADE ENROLMENT 


			    with GUILD DEDICATION 





Sunday 11th October 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. Amanda JOHNSTON


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Duncan MORGAN





Sundays 18th October


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. Joyce BUCHANAN


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Rev Bob GLOVER





Sunday 25th October. 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. Ian BULLOCH 


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 


	Rev Bob GLOVER with Rev Tom GORDON


Sacrament of HOLY COMMUNION (with Crèche)


6.15 p.m. Evening Worship 


	Rev Tom GORDON with Rev Bob GLOVER


Followed by brief celebration of 


				HOLY COMMUNION

















Thanks


Sincere thanks to all family and friends for their prayers, cards and support to us during Johnston’s illness. Special thanks to Mr Glover for his visits and help. We are delighted to report that Johnston has now been given the ‘all clear’        The Craig Family





Mrs Mary Stewart wishes to express her thanks for the cards, prayers and visits following her recent stay in hospital after her fall.











Lord with all my heart I thank you…..When I pray you answer me, and encourage me by giving me the strength I need.   Psalm 138 v. 1 & 3 (The Living Bible)








BASICS BANK: Our 2009 Harvest Thanksgiving Project  


In past years we have handed our food donations to Edinburgh City Mission and held retiring collections for either TEAR Fund or CHRISTIAN AID’s work overseas. This year we are going to continue our association with ECM in that on Sunday 27th September at the 11a.m. Family Service, Rev Bill Chalmers will be returning to speak about a new initiative. We are invited to give as harvest gifts dry foodstuffs, hygiene items (soap, talcum etc.) and/or contribute to the Retiring Offering for ECM’s Basics Bank project. 


Although Bill Chalmers will speak more fully about Basics Bank, let me quote from a brief outline setting out what this new initiative hopes to achieve.


“Behind the public face of an affluent and rapidly advancing city such as Edinburgh, there are areas of real deprivation and poverty… people who are hurting and crying out for care. People of all ages, for a variety of reasons, can find themselves caught up in a downward spiral of helplessness and powerlessness. Some who are homeless or in temporary accommodation, some escaping from domestic or other kinds of violence, some unemployed, while others are caught up in the web of debt problems.”





In seeking to address some of these issues and bring practical relief, ECM, as part of its programme of care, has established Basics Bank at both its Pilrig and West Pilton centres to provide a friendly, non-threatening Christian atmosphere where individuals and families can find help in times of need, whether that be a listening ear or a couple of bags of food, hygiene items or good quality children’s clothing. Voluntary, NHS and Social Work agencies refer clients for assistance ensuring that help is given to those with genuine needs.


I’ve often quoted 2008 Moderator David Lunan’s assertion that “Christianity does not work in theory, only in practice.” Bill Chalmers has been invited to speak to us on the morning of 27th September because Basics Bank offers us a very modern expression of the idea behind the traditional harvest thanksgiving – sharing from our plenty with those who, for whatever reason, have been much less blessed than have we.


Please give as generously as you are able – either in kind or through the special offering. There will be an additional opportunity to give after the evening Harvest Praise Service when, as always, we will have our friends of the M & F Trades Band leading the singing.                                                                               R.L.G.








Chalmers Memorial Church Newsletter


September 2009








Sunday School News


Sunday School has now resumed for a new session. Our annual barbeque was held on Sunday 30th August. We look forward to welcoming back old friends and hope to see some new ones too! We are forming an exciting new group aimed at children from primary 5 to primary 7 (or even older!). Please spread the news to your families, friends and neighbours. 








FUNERALS


On 24th June  


		James HOGG, 14 Rowanhill Close





On 6th August 


	         Mrs Rita IMRIE, Tranent Care Home








MINISTER


Rev. Robert L Glover,


Braemar Villa, 2 Links Road, Port Seton


Tel: 812481


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday as the Minister’s day off)





At the last Deacons Court Mr John Johnston was co-opted to join the Court.


We welcome him.








Sunday 6th September 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. Rev Tom GORDON


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Rev Tom GORDON





Sunday 13th September 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. David COOPER


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Duncan MORGAN





Sunday 20th September 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. Rev John KNOX


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Rev John KNOX





Sunday 27th September (NB No 10.15 Service)


11.00am       HARVEST THANKSGIVING. 


 Rev Bill CHALMERS, ECM with Rev Bob GLOVER


                Followed by Snack Lunch in the Hall.


6.15 p.m. HARVEST PRAISE 


	with M & F Trades Band. Rev Bob GLOVER


Retiring Offerings after both services for 


ECM’s BASICS BANK








HOME COMMUNION


Members who through illness or disability are unable to attend the forthcoming morning communion and would like communion brought to them on the afternoon of Sunday 25th October are invited to speak to their Elder in the first instance or to telephone the Minister. 











IMAGINING THE BIBLE


A new series of six meetings will run from Tuesday 20th October – Tuesday 24th November, meeting in the Transept of the Church at 7.30 p.m. for about an hour. Those who have come to past series have clearly appreciated the opportunity of ‘living’ some of the Gospel stories in company with others. This autumn we shall dip into the stories of the early church in Acts with possibly also a story or two from the Old Testament. The benefit of this way of reading the Bible is that those who feel shy about contributing are perfectly free to just leave it to others to share their own insights. However folk usually feel so relaxed that in time often the most reticent people contribute the most astonishing insights.	


					Elizabeth Glover








EDITOR'S   NOTE


Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the 


Church Newsletter. 


The next issue will be available on 


Sunday 18th October 2009


Articles for this edition should be with me by 


Sunday 4th October


If you would like to E-Mail news you can contact me on: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com" ��chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com� 


Or by phone on 819471


Sheila Bulloch











